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PEOPLE, POLITICS and the AUGUST WAR in the CAUCASUS – CAN RELATIONSHIPS BE RECOVERED?
Monday, 8 September CEPS is holding an exceptional meeting on ‘The August War in Georgia’. This meeting will be followed by a working seminar to explore the issues in greater depth. 
Previous to the meeting, ’FeelingEUROPE’ interviewed, analyzed recent articles (1) and recorded brief public resonance.
In spite of all policies, laws, democratic decisions and consultations a war broke out in Europe. ‘Gathering Storm’ again? Some compare the events and open conflict with the years just before WW-II, caused by many enmities and disagreements and say there is the need of stability pacts. Others say they have no opinion because of absence in knowledge about the history or they let know the skirmish are too far away. Finally there were people talking about the many different important interests (oil pipe-line, Black Sea importance and disunities within Caucasian civil societies).
Should it have happened if ever everything had been arranged what ever had to be done? Anyway, it is to be hoped that beliefs and distrust can be (soon) recovered.  

To effect a turning of the tide, joint actions offers the best chances. Cooperation, integration and tolerance are still key words. However, to achieve results, drawing up’s and mode of operations have to be changed drastic. 
No accusations and no imposing one’s will, but reciprocity and equality could be constructive key tools to understand each others arguments, to avoid loss of face and to keep self-respect on both sides. 
So, something of each others vocabulary, views, aspects, perspectives and interpretations should be learned.

By (secret) diplomacy and/or (informal) talks behind the curtains and with the help of an international platform (after all in the eyes of Russia, the current regime is bankrupt and obviously no party anymore to talk to) point of views can be collected, an inventory of unanswered questions, items and issues up to now can be drafted and willingness to negotiate about compromises and agreements can be started. It is noticed that there are signs of willingness by parties concerned to discuss the situation, through which the breeding ground for war can become smaller.
· Russian military forces will have still to withdraw to the lines held prior to the outbreak of hostilities. Pending an international mechanism, Russian peace-keeping forces will implement additional security measures 
· Explanation by Russia concerning all her executed actions (Dmitry Medvedev, 2/9/08 Italian tv)
· (Again) Explanation by NATO/EU/US about expanding the extent of military presence (missiled defence/
newbases)
· Findings by Georgia why the isolation of Abkhazia and South Ossetia was not completely discontinued.

In the mean time strong and large scale support on political reforms, to ngo’s and on economy offers also perspectives to increase changes to regain influence. Furthermore, can the visit of Dick Cheney to strengthen relations be handled as an advantage? 
Wide committed policy of encompassing and comprehensive politics is required. So, still do what had to be done plus extra efforts to secure and stabilize as much as possible.
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(1)   ‘Council Conclusions on the Situation in Georgia’ (13 Augustus), ‘Can the EU win the peace in Georgia?’ (ECFR, Augustus 2008),
        ‘Post-mortem on Europe’s first war of the 21st century” (CEPS, Augustus), Presidency Conclusions ‘Extraordinary European Council’, 
        1 September), Interview President of Russia with Italian Televison Channal RAI, 2 September, ‘EU must cooperate and not confrontate’   

        (Daily paper NRC, 5 September), ‘Turning changes for the giant of gas with pains of phantom’ (Daily paper NRC, 6 September).
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